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History of Convict Transportation 

 

Answers to Session Two 

Q1.  What was Charles Henson’s Old Bailey offence?   

House Breaking, specifically ‘Breaking and Entering’ in the dwelling house.   

Q2.  Why might Charles Henson have been recommended to mercy?   

On account of his youth.   

Q3.  What was Charles Henson’s sentence?   

Transportation for seven years.  

Q4.  What was the date of the Old Bailey Trial?   

15 August 1836.   

Q5.  What age does it state Charles Henson was when convicted?  

12. 

Q6. What were the aggravating aspects of Charles Henson’s offence (why might his offence have 

been deemed serious)?  

While property theft was in itself considered a serious crime, entering someone’s house without 

permission was considered even more severe. This is because it would frighten the owners of the 

property.   

Q7.  What date did Charles Henson arrive in Van Diemen’s Land?   

9 January 1838.   

Q8.  Charles Henson did not have an alias, but his name was misspelt in some records. Of those 

convicts who did use an alias, why was this?   

To avoid having previous convictions connected with them in court, which could result in even more 
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severe punishment.   

Q9.  What was the name of the ship Charles Henson was transported on?   

Royal Sovereign.   

Q10.  What date did Charles Henson die?   

25 June 1839.   

Q11. Have a go at trying to read some of this nineteenth-century document. Can you identify where 

Charles Henson died (Hint: this is shown at the bottom of his record).  

Port Arthur.   

Q12.  Where was Bridget Keavy born?   

Roscommon County, Ireland.   

Q13.  When did Bridget Keavy arrive in Van Diemen’s Land?   

29 May 1851.   

Q14.  What was the name of Bridget Keavy’s transportation/convict ship?   

Blackfriar.   

Q15.  What was Bridget Keavy’s pre-transportation trade?   

Country Servant.   

Q16.  Did Bridget Keavy apply for permission to marry?  If so, what date? 

7 November 1854. 

Q17. Where was John Press born? 

Whitechapel, London. 

Q18. What religion did John Press practice? 

Protestantism. 
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Q19. At what age was John Press convicted? 

10. 

Q20. When did John Press receive his Certificate of Freedom? 

8 April 1848 and again on, 10 May 1856. 

Q21. What date does the Digital Panopticon give for the last recorded offence committed by John 

Press? 

1 August 1873. 

Closing Questions 

Q22. Thinking about the information you have gathered about Charles Henson, Bridget Keavy and 

John Press, were you able to find out information about their lives outside of crime and punishment? 

If so, what type of information did you discover?  

Family (both pre- and post-transportation); trade; births (both children and grandchildren); death (both 

cause and age of death); changing geographical locations; social interactions and engagement with 

authority.  

Q23. Since linking records relies heavily on the name of the convict, why might it be more difficult to 

trace a female convict later in life?  

There is the risk of the use of aliases in both males and females. However, females as a general rule 

changed their names when they married and often if they cohabited.  

Q24. What do you think are the benefits and limitations of using digital primary sources?  

Benefits: It is possible to do research on documents that are either a long distance away, or are old 

and fragile, from the comfort of home/office. This will save both money and time and consequently 

you can look at a greater number of documents.  

You can sift through a large amount of sources using keyword searches and save yourself a great deal 

of time.  

Limitations: You can only view what is digitized and sometimes only partial information is digitized. 

You cannot always view the surrounding information and so lose some historical context. 
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Consequently, you must always be aware of the information that is not available.  

Using computer-based search methods is not always accurate and so you may miss certain 

information. You must be aware of the digital technology that you are using.  
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